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Governor Signs PROTECT Act into Law

For a discussion of these and other legal issues, please visit our website at www.mhtl.com. To
receive legal updates via e-mail, contact information@mbhtl.com.

On August 5, 2026, Governor Maura Healey signed into law Chapter 163 of the Acts of 2026, An Act
Promoting Rule of Law, Oversight, Trust and Equal Constitutional Treatment, commonly referred to as
the PROTECT Act. This law was passed as an “emergency law” and attempts to regulate the actions of
certain civil law enforcement agents in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, including the access of
agents to public schools.

The PROTECT Act establishes new requirements governing interactions between Massachusetts schools
and law enforcement agents engaged in “civil law enforcement”, including federal civil immigration
activities conducted by Homeland Security and Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).

The PROTECT Act restricts civil immigration enforcement activity on school grounds. In particular,
M.G.L. c. 71, § 102 prohibits civil-law-enforcement arrests on school grounds unless the officer
possesses a judicial warrant or judicial order?.

The PROTECT Act requires school districts to adopt district-wide Policy and correlating and
Procedures or “Emergency Response Plans” subject to guidelines provided by DESE on August 21,
2026. Each school district should have adopted policies in line with the Guidance by September 1,
2026, or the first day of school, whichever occurred first.

The policies and implementing procedures require a robust and organized system of response in the event
that a civil law enforcement agent request information about a student, including designating one person
in the District to respond to the agent or the request for information about a student and ensuring that
every student has, on file, an emergency contact person (and alternatives).

As a reminder, all other state provisions that protect student safety, such as robust confidentiality
regulations remain in place. This law simply codifies and strengthens district and school protocols and

" A judicial warrant is “a warrant or judicial order as an arrest warrant or other judicial order signed by a judge or
magistrate sitting in the judicial branch of the state or federal government authorizing an arrest.”
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https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/protect-act/policy.html
https://www.doe.mass.edu/commissioner/spec-advisories/protect-act/procedures.html
https://www.mass.gov/doc/protect-act-guidance-for-k-12-schools-related-to-interacting-with-civil-law-enforcement/download
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likely reflects district protocols already in place. Please note that this law applies only to agents engaged
in civil immigration law enforcement and does not apply to or limit any activities by local criminal law
enforcement such as your local Police Department, SRO, or civil child protection services such as DCF
with regards to school settings.

Please note: that the passage of the PROTECT Act supersedes and supplants all previous
published Guidance on this topic by the Governor as described in the MHTL Client Alert dated
June 8, 2026.

If your district requires professional development on this matter, or have any questions, please
contact MHTL.

Key Authority:
St. 2026, c. 163 (PROTECT Act); M.G.L. c. 71, 8 102; applicable FERPA and Massachusetts student-
record requirements.

This Client Alert was prepared by Ellen Crowley and was reviewed by Alisia St. Florian, Andrew
Waugh, Tami Fay, and Kier Wachterhauer. If you have any questions about this issue, please
contact the attorney responsible for your account, or call (617) 479-5000.

This alert is for informational purposes only and may be considered advertising. It does not constitute
the rendering of legal, tax or professional advice or services. You should seek specific detailed legal
advice prior to taking any definitive actions.
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